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R I G H T  V E N T R I C U L A R  F U N C T I O N  A S S E S S M E N T  
I N  C A R D I O P U L M O N A RY  D I S E A S E
Marlieke. L.A. Haeck
1. Right ventricular longitudinal peak systolic strain provides significant prognostic information in 
patients with pulmonary hypertension. (This thesis)
2. The effects of pulmonary hypertension are not limited to the right ventricle but also impair left 
ventricular performance. (This thesis)
3. Routine evaluation of systolic pulmonary artery pressure should be part of the risk stratification 
process during follow-up after ST-segment elevation myocardial infarction. (This thesis)
4. Adverse events, including renal failure, right ventricular failure and infection remain a post-operative 
concern in patients with left ventricular assist device. (This thesis)
5. The vectorcardiogram allows for accurate detection of elevated pulmonary pressures. (This thesis)
6. Although patients with pulmonary hypertension due to left heart disease or due to lung disease 
and/or hypoxaemia represent an important part of the clinical practice, there is disproportionately 
little information about the demographics and clinical course of this segment of the pulmonary 
hypertension population. (Galiè N et al. Eur Heart J 2016;37:67–119)
7. Speckle tracking not only makes possible to quantify global right ventricular function but also 
illustrates the physiology of right ventricular contraction and the pattern of activation at regional 
level. (Meris A et al.  J Am Soc Echocardiogr 2010;23:823-31)
8. As echocardiography has many advantages over right heart catheterization and MRI, it is likely 
that its role in cardiology in general, and more specifically in pulmonary arterial hypertension, will 
increase in the future. (Forfia PR et al. Am J Cardiol 2012;110:16S-24S)
9. The development of right ventricular failure after LVAD implantation is multifactorial, and includes 
factors such as increased preload, ventricular ischemia, and ventricular geometric mechanical 
interdependence. (Atluri P et al. Ann Thorac Surg 2013;96:857-63)
10. Thus the right ventricle may be said to be made for the sake of transmitting blood through the lungs, 
not for nourishing them. (William Harvey; Exercitatio Anatomica de Motu Cordis et Sanguinis in 
Animalibus; chapter VII; 1628) 
11. Everything should be made as simple as possible, but not simpler. (Albert Einstein, 1879-1955)
12. The physician must [….] have two special objects in view with regard to disease, namely, to do good 
or to do no harm. (Hippocrates, Epidemiae 1,11, ± 400 v.Chr.)
13. Het leven is meer maandagochtend dan zaterdagavond. (English translation: Life is more like 
Monday morning than Saturday evening.) (Godfried Bomans, 1913-1971)
